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A person’s brain development is 
most rapid in the early years.

Children who receive assis-
tance in their early years also 
achieve more success at school, 
according to various reports. 

SIM University (UniSIM) is 
addressing demand for training 
in the field with a new under-
graduate programme, Bachelor 
of Early Childhood Education 
with Minor, to start in July 2017. 

“Early childhood education 
is an in-demand multi-disci-
plinary career around the world 
as governments are now paying 
greater attention to the healthy 
growth and development of 
young children,” said Ms Serene 
Lim, director of the office of ad-
missions at UniSIM.

“Recent research has shown 
that when governments invest 
more in the lives of young chil-
dren, especially those in pover-
ty and neglect, the investment 
can result in a healthier, more 
educated and employable adult 
population.” 

The degree is a direct-honours 
teacher preparation programme 
and will take four years to com-
plete.

Next July, UniSIM will also be 
welcoming its pioneer batch of 

Preparing students for in-demand careers

 Between 1,000 and 1,200 people are expected to turn up at UniSIM’s open house in February next year. photo: UNISIM

graduate students keen to hone 
their skills in intellectual prop-
erty (IP) management.

Ms Lim said the Master in IP 
and Innovation Management 
programme is for professionals 
and mid-careerists who are in-
terested in transiting into the IP 
industry, upgrading to value-add 
in their organisations or seeking 
to enhance their competencies.

“There is a growing need for 
professionals and IP firms to 
provide services such as patent 
drafting, IP management and IP 
technology advisory services.” 

She added: “Companies also 
need to develop in-house IP ca-
pabilities to support business 
decision-making and growth.”

AccredITed
The Master in IP and Innova-
tion Management is a two-year 
programme, and its courses are 
accredited under the IP Compe-
tency Framework (IPCF) devel-
oped by the Intellectual Prop-
erty Office of Singapore (Ipos). 
They are developed in partner-
ship with Ipos’ education and 
training arm, IP Academy. 

UniSIM to launch five new programmes

These are two of five new 
programmes UniSIM is intro-
ducing. The others are: Bachelor 
of Science in Business Analytics 
with Minor, Bachelor of Arts in 
Translation with Minors and 
Master of Applied Research in 
Social Sciences.

Interested students can at-
tend briefings to find out more 
about these programmes from 
faculty members at UniSIM’s 
upcoming open house on Feb 25 
next year.

Potential students can also 
chat with the university’s stu-

dent or alumni ambassadors, 
who will share their learning 
experiences.

The open house will be held 
at UniSIM’s Clementi Road 
campus, and between 1,000 
and 1,200 people are expected 
to turn up at the event.

Interested individuals may 
pre-register for the programme 
briefings at unisim.edu.sg/OH. 

Another open house will be 
held in the second half of next 
year.
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He helped a woman pay for her 
studies at Kaplan Singapore.

Now, Kaplan has rewarded 
him in kind — by sponsoring his 
daughter’s tertiary education.

A few months after a chance 
encounter in late 2013, techni-
cian John Shu, 50, gave about 
$6,000 to Ms Jaycie Tay, 32, 
who was struggling with money 
for a diploma.

The twice-divorced single 
mother of four had been twice 
incarcerated for drug offences.

It was on her way back to 
halfway house The Turning 
Point that she first met Mr Shu 
at a Yishun bus stop.

In 2014, she completed her 
diploma in marketing manage-
ment from Kaplan Higher Edu-
cation Institute.

About a week after Kaplan 
learnt of Mr Shu’s kindness 
from an article in The Sunday 
Times, it decided to pay close to 

Good Samaritan gets a 
great sponsorship surprise

Ms Jaycie tay and her son with Mr John Shu at Kaplan City Campus @ Wilkie Edge after 
receiving the letters of appreciation from Kaplan Singapore’s president Leon Choong. 
photo: THe STrAITS TIMeS

$20,000 for the tertiary educa-
tion of his daughter, Shermin 
Shu, who’s 22.

The private school invited the 
Shus to the Kaplan City Campus 
@ Wilkie Edge, at Wilkie Road, 
yesterday, to surprise them with 
the sponsorship.

As Ms Shu is on holiday in 
Thailand, Mr Shu received the 
sponsorship on her behalf from 
Kaplan’s president, Mr Leon 
Choong. He also received a 
document to recognise his act of 
generosity.

Speaking from Thailand, 
Ms Shu said her family was “on 
cloud nine”, and that Kaplan had 
called her yesterday morning 
with the news.

“I thought that I was dream-
ing. Who would have thought 
that my dad’s simple gesture 
would give us such a reward?” 
she said.

She said her parents would 
have struggled with her uni-
versity fees, and Kaplan’s gen-

erousity would motivate her to 
work harder in university.

Ms Shu recently completed 
her three-year diploma course 
in visual communication at 
Nanyang Polytechnic and plans 
to pursue her passion in arts and 
design at university.

Kaplan will reimburse the 
costs of her polytechnic educa-
tion — about $8,000 to $9,000.

It will also contribute $10,000 
towards her university degree.

Mr Choong said he was 
touched by Mr Shu’s and Ms 
Tay’s story, and had convened 
an emergency board meeting to 
see how Kaplan  could help Ms 
Tay.

After learning that she is re-
ceiving aid from the Yellow Rib-
bon Fund Star Bursary, Kaplan 

turned to Mr Shu instead.
Ms Tay said she had felt bad 

because she could not repay Mr 
Shu. But  now, she’s grateful 
over how things turned out.

“When Kaplan told me they 
wanted to recognise his kind 
heart, I felt like God sent some-
thing to help me repay (him).”
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“John had set in 
motion a chain 
of kindness, and 
in the concept of 
paying it forward, 
we didn’t want it 
to end there.” 
— Kaplan president, Mr Leon choong 
(above)
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