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SIM GLOBAL EDUCATION
Software engineer Harsh Elesh 
(right) Shah’s background in 
digital systems security enables 
him to create safe and reliable 
software for his company, MQ 
Spectrum, an information 
technology (IT) consultancy 
and development fi rm.

The 23-year-old, who joined 
the company in November, 
develops learning management 
systems and web applications 
for the company’s clients. 

His interest in coding and 
software development was 
sparked when he was study-
ing computer science at DPS 
International School.

To make a better informed 
choice on what area of computer 
science he wanted to specialise 
in at university, he read up ex-
tensively and attended various 
seminars before deciding to 
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specialise in digital systems se-
curity at SIM Global Education.

He graduated with a 
Bachelor of Computer Science 
(Digital Systems Security) 
awarded by the University of 
Wollongong, Australia, and 
fi nds that his studies have 
given him the technical skills 
needed for a career in the 
industry.

Modules he found useful 
were object and generic pro-
gramming in C++, software de-
velopment methods and tools, 
and professional practice and 
ethics. 

“The modules not only gave 
me hands-on experience in 
coding and programming but 
also taught me the ethical and 

security aspects of 
technology,” he says. 

KAPLAN LEARNING 
INSTITUTE
Undergraduate Gao 
Zhixuan (right) just 23, 
already has a profes-
sional Association of 
Chartered Certifi ed Ac-
countants (ACCA) quali-
fi cation. 

To get a head start 
before he entered 
university, the 
ambitious business 
student signed up for ACCA 
preparatory courses, offered 
by private education institu-
tion Kaplan Learning Institute, 
in July 2014, while serving his 

national service.
Says Mr Gao: “I 

was keen to learn 
more about account-
ing before entering 
university. I chose 
Kaplan because 
it offers excellent 
quality programmes 
for a price-competi-
tive investment.”

He was impressed 
by Kaplan’s lecturers 
as they were able to 

explain diffi cult con-
cepts, provided real-

life examples and enriched 
lessons with their past working 
experiences. 

His hard work led him to 
be an ACCA prize winner, an 

security aspects of 
technology,” he says. 
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an award given by the association to 
candidates who obtain top scores in 
ACCA papers, and he also came in first 
in Singapore for six papers.

He credits his success to attending all 
his lectures, doing lots of practice, and 
identifying and rectifying his mistakes. 

“The Kaplan ACCA textbooks and 
past exam questions were comprehen-
sive and valuable resources to prepare 
for the examinations,” he says. 

The ethical principles he learnt serve 
as a checklist for one’s actions, he says. 

“A fundamental understanding of 
accounting is essential for anyone who 
aspires to enter not just the accounting 
field, but also the wider finance industry. 

“ACCA equips one with the necessary 
skills and helps you develop strategic 
thinking too,” he adds.

SUSS
The Singapore University of Social 
Sciences (SUSS) offers Continuing 
Education and Training (CET) modular 
courses for adults who wish to acquire 
new knowledge or enhance their capa-
bilities, whether for career advance-

ment or personal enrichment. 
Associate Professor Teng Su Ching, 

director of the Centre for Continuing 
and Professional Education at SUSS, 
says: “A changing economy and new 
growth sectors will see increased 
demand for new competencies. 

“We cater to market needs and it is 
important that our CET courses are 
developed in a timely manner to provide 
the necessary skills for workers to 
remain employable.”

She cites examples such as Design 
Thinking for Innovation, Data 
Analytics, Fintech, IOT Systems and 
Architecture, Big Data Information 
Security, Mobile App Development, 
Machine Learning and Cybersecurity.

There are plans to offer new courses 
in the area of cloud computing. 

“The CET modular courses give 
workers critical training for the skills 
and knowledge they need in their jobs. 
This is skills deepening. If they want to 
take a postgraduate or undergraduate 
degree, the academic credits from these 
courses can also be counted towards the 
degree,” says Prof Teng.
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