
Hamburg Mayor Olaf Scholz (fourth from left) with the partners of G-20 summit participants during a tour of the German city’s 17th-century town hall yesterday. With him in the front row are (from far 
left) Mrs Iriana Widodo, wife of the Indonesian President; Ms Angelica Rivera, wife of the Mexican President; Ms Juliana Awada, wife of the Argentine President; Mr Joachim Sauer, husband of the 
German Chancellor; US First Lady Melania Trump; Mrs Thobeka Madiba-Zuma, wife of the South African President; and Mrs Brigitte Macron, wife of the French President. Ms Ho Ching, wife of Singapore 
Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong, is third from left in the last row. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Countries  need  to  have  the  right  
mindset towards technological ad-
vancements  and be  ready  to  em-
brace changes, to help their people 
realise the full benefits of digitalisa-

tion, said Prime Minister Lee Hsien 
Loong.

Speaking  at  the  Group  of  20  
(G-20) Summit yesterday, he out-
lined  the  ways  governments  can  
help  workers  and  businesses  af-
fected by the onset of digitalisation 
and new technologies.

But he said that ultimately, it boils 
down to the question of mindset.

“Are we optimistic or pessimistic 
about the future? Are we confident 
in  our  ability  to  deal  with  major  
change? Do we believe human inge-
nuity  and  creativity  will  improve  

our lives, or do we fear that it will 
cause us more problems?” he said 
to  leaders  of  the  world’s  major  
economies at a working lunch on 
digitalisation,  women’s empower-
ment and employment.

Mr Lee noted that the integration 
of  digital  technologies  with  jobs  
and everyday life has brought great 
hope and also great fear.

On the one hand, many people are 
excited about developments such as 
personalised medicine, artificial in-
telligence and deep learning.

“These  buzzwords  have  gener-
ated entrepreneurial energy and ex-
uberance, and conjured up a brave 
new world where anything is possi-
ble,” he said.

But on the other hand, digitalisa-
tion has also brought about great 
fear, with blue-collar workers and 
professionals worried that they will 
lose their jobs as a result of techno-
logical advancements, he said.

Singapore, like many other coun-
tries,  has  seen workers displaced  
and  industries  disrupted  by  new  
technologies.

In reality, this fear is not as grave 
as imagined, he added.

But in order for people and com-
panies to feel hope, deep transfor-
mation is needed, he said.

Companies and industries need 
to change the way they do business 
and adopt new technologies, while 
workers have to change their mind-
sets and learn new skills, he added, 
saying this is where governments 
can play an active role.

To  help  companies  enter  new  

markets,  as  well  as  develop  and  
adopt  new  technologies,  he  said,  
governments  must  provide  the  
right environment, institutions and 
programmes.

They also need to set the right 
frameworks and rules to promote 
innovation,  and  prevent  estab-
lished ways of  doing things from 
holding back progress, he added.

Mr Lee cited the sharing econ-
omy –  from  sharing  car  rides  to  
rooms,  bicycles  and  umbrellas  –  
that has caused disruption to tradi-
tional companies.

Banning these businesses will de-
prive people of the benefits they of-
fer, he said. At the same time, they 
cannot  be  left  unregulated  since  
there was “ often good reason to reg-
ulate their traditional equivalents”.

Mr Lee said new ideas and play-
ers  must  be  allowed  to  emerge,  
while incumbent players still get a 
fair chance to adapt and compete.

Workers will also need new skills 
and the confidence to thrive in the 
new  world,  he  said,  and  govern-
ments can train and equip them.

For instance, Singapore has the 
SkillsFuture programme, which pro-
motes  lifelong  learning  among  
workers, and has also rolled out ba-
sic coding programmes for school-
children.

Besides training workers, govern-
ments also need to help those at 
risk of being displaced adapt to the 
changing job market, Mr Lee said.

He pointed to schemes like Singa-
pore’s Adapt and Grow programme 
that  trains  displaced  workers,  

matchmakes  them  to  new  jobs,  
and subsidises their wages as they 
make the transition.

He cited clean-room workers of 
electronics  plants  who  received  
help to move to the medical de-
vice industry. 

These workers learnt to do mi-
cro-stitching  to  make  artificial  
heart valves, he said.

Summing  up,  Mr  Lee  said:  
“When it comes to digitalisation 
and jobs, we must not yield to our 
fears and anxieties. It is wiser for 
us to be optimistic and work hard 
to make our hopes come true.” 
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Merkel-Putin
mystery discussion
An animated encounter 
between German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel and Russian 
President Vladimir Putin has 
been making the rounds on 
social media, with questions 
abuzz about what the two 
leaders were discussing.

Walking into the conference 
room, Dr Merkel used her 
hand to trace what appeared 
to be a projectile. Mr Putin 
then appeared to offer his 
version of the same gesture 
with his finger, prompting 
Dr Merkel to roll her eyes. 
AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Ivanka represents US
– for just a moment
For a moment at the summit 
yesterday, the United States 
was represented by another 
Trump, when the President’s 
daughter, Ivanka, took a seat 
at the table of world leaders 
between Chinese President Xi 
Jinping and British Prime 
Minister Theresa May. 

A White House official said 
she “briefly joined the main 
table when the President had 
to step out” for one-on-one 
meetings with other world 
leaders. AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

$1.38b loan support for 
women entrepreneurs
The World Bank yesterday 
launched a public-private loan 
programme aimed at 
providing over US$1 billion 
(S$1.38 billion) to support 
women entrepreneurs in 
developing countries. 

The bank said initial funding 
of US$325 million was coming 
from donors including 
Germany, the United States, 
Saudi Arabia and the United 
Arab Emirates, and would be 
matched by hundreds of 
millions of dollars in private 
capital. REUTERS

US First Lady
misses cruise tour
United States First Lady 
Melania Trump was due to go 
on a cruise tour with other 
spouses of G-20 leaders, but 
was instead trapped at her 
residence as anti-globalisation 
demonstrators went on the 
rampage, smashing shop 
windows and burning cars.

After she finally emerged, 
she found her husband was 
locked in talks with Russian 
President Vladimir Putin.

Said Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson, who was in the 
meeting: “They even sent in 
the First Lady... to see if she 
could get us out of there, but 
that didn’t work... We did 
another hour. Clearly she 
failed.” AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE

Prime  Minister  Lee Hsien Loong  
and  Japanese  Prime  Minister  
Shinzo Abe yesterday noted the suc-
cessful celebration of 50 years of 
ties between their countries, as they 
met on the sidelines of the Group of 
20 (G-20) Leaders’ Summit.

Singapore and Japan marked 50 
years of  diplomatic relations last 
year, and Mr Abe said at the meet-
ing: “Japan is ready to further de-
velop our cooperative relationship 
with Singapore, looking ahead to 
the next 50 years.”

Thanking him, Mr Lee conveyed 
his  sympathies  on  the  floods  in  
Kyushu in southern Japan, which 
were  caused  by  heavy  rain  and  
have killed 15 people thus far.

During the meeting, both leaders 
spoke about further enhancing bi-
lateral cooperation.

They  discussed  the  Kuala  

Lumpur-Singapore  High-Speed  
Rail project, and Mr Lee welcomed 
Japan’s interest.

They also agreed to work closely 
to enhance Japan-Asean relations.

Separately, Mr Lee met Argen-
tine President Mauricio Macri, in 
the first bilateral meeting between 
both leaders.

They welcomed the enhanced en-
gagement between Singapore and 
Argentina, including the reopen-
ing of the Argentine Embassy in 
Singapore later this year.

A statement from the Prime Min-
ister’s Office (PMO) said the two 
leaders reaffirmed their  commit-
ment to strengthening bilateral co-
operation in  areas  such as  trade 
and investment facilitation,  food 
security and education. 

Both  countries  will  also  work  
closely at the regional and multilat-

eral levels, said the PMO.
The leaders agreed there are op-

portunities  for  further  coopera-
tion, with Argentina assuming the 
G-20 presidency next year and Sin-
gapore chairing Asean.

They discussed potential syner-
gies between Asean and Mercosur 
– a sub-regional bloc comprising 
Argentina,  Brazil,  Uruguay  and  
Paraguay.

Mr Macri had expressed interest 
in  using  Singapore  as  a  hub  to  
strengthen  links  between  Latin  
America and Asia,  when Foreign 
Minister  Vivian  Balakrishnan  
called on him in April.

Yesterday, he accepted Mr Lee’s 
invitation to make a state visit to 
Singapore next year.

Mr Lee yesterday also met Euro-
pean  Council  President  Donald  
Tusk  and  European  Commission  

President Jean-Claude Juncker.
They discussed bilateral coopera-

tion,  including  the  European  
Union-Singapore  Free  Trade  
Agreement (EUSFTA).

Both sides supported an early rat-

ification  of  the  EUSFTA,  “which  
will greatly benefit our businesses 
and further deepen our ties”, the 
PMO added. 
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STAY OPTIMISTIC

When it comes to 
digitalisation and 
jobs, we must not yield 
to our fears and 
anxieties. It is wiser 
for us to be optimistic 
and work hard to make 
our hopes come true.

’’PM LEE, who noted that the integration of 
digital technologies with jobs and daily life 
brought great hope and fear.

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong meeting Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 
yesterday. PHOTO: MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS AND INFORMATION

PM Lee meets Abe, Argentine 
President and EU leaders

G-20 summit
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