
It is never too late to hit the books:  
Mr Boieng Cheah is pursuing a business 
management degree 28 years after  
his A levels

is just a

Mr Cheah 
chose to pursue 
his degree at 
Kaplan for 
its accredited 
courses and 
academic 
rigour. PHOTO: 
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Age

MR BOIENG Cheah, 46, is cur-
rently pursuing a part-time Bach-
elor of Arts (Honours) in Business 
Management at Kaplan and will 
graduate this year in April. 

His biggest back-to-school 
challenges were hitting the books 
again as he had not studied since 
his A levels in 1989, and juggling 
the demands of work, family and 
studies. 

“Studying part-time needs a 
lot of self-discipline and time 
management. I’m thankful for the 
support and encouragement of my 
boss and family,” says Mr Cheah.

Last year, he spent quality time 
studying together in the library 
with his daughter who was taking 
her Primary School Leaving 
Examination. 

Says Mr Cheah with a laugh: 
“Most of my classmates are 
millennials. They address me as 
Uncle Boieng. 

“When I told them that I was 
at Kaplan to acquire knowledge, 
make new friends and understand 
how millennials like them think, 
they accepted me. To my surprise, 
they even look up to me.”

during his learning journey. 
He recommends Kaplan to 

prospective students as the 
courses are academically rigor-
ous and well recognised.

VALERIE KOR

number

      Stay open-minded  
 and adaptable  

 Brush up on skills that  
are on demand 

 Sign up for accredited  
courses 

 Make time to go  
for classes 

 Get support from  
family and friends

5 tips to stay 
employable  
at any age

Finding the right course
Mr Cheah, the director of 
defence business at ST Electron-
ics, decided to study at Kaplan 
because the course was relevant 
to his work and primarily assign-
ment-based.

“Exams are not my cup of tea. 
Assignment-based programmes 
suit me best as I can use weekday 
nights or weekends for research, 
analysis and writing.”

The credentials of the school 
also appealed to him. 

Kaplan offers the degree in 
partnership with Northumbria 
University, Newcastle Business 
School, the only institution in the 
United Kingdom that has earned 
double Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business 
(AACSB) accreditations for both 
its Business and Accounting 
programmes.  

One particularly useful module 
Mr Cheah took is Personnel and 
Organisational Development. 
Students research on Singapore’s 
graduate employment market and 
are taught practical skills such as 
how to craft a good resumé. 

“My takeaway from this 
module is that we have to con-
tinue to change, upgrade and 
adapt to the dynamic environ-
ment and create our own value.” 

He plans to walk the talk by 
continuing his education after he 
gets his degree. 

“I will be pursuing a diploma 
in digital marketing, as I believe 
that it is a skill in high demand, 
especially in the sales and mar-
keting line,” he says.

 The diploma incorporates 
modules that are relevant to the 
changing landscape. 

Apart from classes, students 
can also access an online learn-
ing portal to access resources 
and lectures.

He commends Kaplan staff, 
from the back-end administra-
tors to the lecturers, for their pro-
fessionalism and commitment 
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Renaissance Engineering Programme student

‘If you’re into
sports and group
activities like
me, the first-
class facilities
will wow you.’
Students are
guaranteed
residential places in
their first two years,
providing great
opportunities to
mingle and bond.

NO.11 IN THE
WORLD
NO.1 IN ASIA
NO.1 AMONG
THE WORLD’S
BEST YOUNG
UNIVERSITIES

•
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‘I have fantastic
memories of my
internship in Berlin
and the year at
Northwestern
University.’
As part of the
Renaissance
Engineering
Programme, students
like Adam spend a
year studying at an
overseas university.

At NTU, we provide the
environment for you to
explore your potential, with
multidisciplinary programmes
and globally-relevant courses.
We’ve developed unique

programmes and learning
spaces for you to build, create
and invent your future.
On the NTU Smart Campus

where we experiment with
exciting ideas, you will be at
the front seat of tomorrow’s
technologies.

We are invested in the
potential of every student
who joins our cosmopolitan
family, from our inviting
residence halls to invaluable
overseas opportunities.
We are here to make your

dreams brighter than you
dared imagine.
When it comes to your

future, only the best counts.
See what lies ahead at
ntu.edu.sg/admissions

‘Hey, just come
check it out for
yourself!’
Listed among Top
15 Most Beautiful
Campuses in
the World.

‘There are endless
opportunities to
explore and build
for the future.’
A Smart Campus
that is a living lab
for exciting ideas.
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