
Part-time

Graduate Certificate of Education Studies

2-Unit Programme (Duration: 6 months)
• Applicants must have successfully completed 

a recognised Bachelor’s Degree or equivalent 
qualification with a pass average. Alternatively, 
applicants with 5 years of relevant full-time informal 
learning and a recommendation letter or reference 
from an employer will be considered on a case-by-
case basis.

• IELTS (Academic): 6.5 overall (no band lower than 6.0)
• TOEFL Paper-based test: 550 with a TWE of 4.5
• TOEFL Internet-based test: score of 79 overall, with 

minimum scores: Writing: 21; Listening: 12; Reading: 
13 and Speaking: 18

In all cases, the final decision for admission to the 
programme rests with the University.

 Entry Requirements

Kaplan Higher Education Institute UEN No. 198600044N; Validity 17/08/2018-16/08/2022. 

 Education Track Overview

The units are designed to orient students to the field of education at a postgraduate level. The programme is suited 
to students who have a first qualification in a discipline other than education, and is also a pathway for students 
who do not yet meet the entry requirements for the Master of Education Degree programme. It provides you with an 
understanding of concepts and contemporary issues in education and of educational contexts and systems, locally 
and globally. It develops knowledge and understanding of major theoretical and professional debates in specialist 
areas within the field of education and locates these within contemporary research.

 Units

Interacting with research in education contexts
You will examine how education researchers position themselves within the field in terms of different theories and 
understandings of education. You will develop capacities in critical reading, analysis and synthesis and use these to 
prepare your own well-crafted and well-supported academic arguments in written and oral forms. Through this unit, 
you will explore a topic or theme of interest to you, critically review the evidence related to it and practise building an 
academic argument related to this theme.

Investigating education issues in global contexts
In this unit, you are involved in identifying and investigating current contemporary issues in education through a 
variety of lenses that may include local, national, regional or global perspectives and emphases on school, adult 
or higher education learning, both formal and informal, depending on the interests of the student cohorts. The unit 
begins with the identification of issues at each of these spatial and sectoral levels, relevant to you and your work 
and roles in education. Opportunities are provided for you to critically engage with theory, contemporary policy 
documents and accounts that are relevant to the issues you are investigating.
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 Counselling Track Overview

If you are passionate about helping people and want to make a positive difference in the lives of others, this is the 
programme for you. The units are designed to orient students to the field of counselling at a postgraduate level. The 
programme is suited to students who have a first qualification in a discipline other than counselling, psychology or 
social work. It is also a pathway for students who do not yet meet the entry requirements for the Master of Counselling 
Degree programme. You will examine the various forms of professional counselling, including child and adolescent 
counselling, and understand the fundamentals of mental health. You will also gain in-depth knowledge across a 
range of contemporary cognitive behavioural therapies.

 Units

Introduction to Mental Health Issues
This unit focuses on the incidence of mental health issues and their effects on the individual, family and community. 
It examines a variety of issues relating to trauma and grief, addictions to alcohol, drugs and other related to mental 
health. You will examine how the normal highs and lows of life can be managed and how declining mental health can 
affect feelings, thoughts and actions. You will be introduced to a number of therapeutic approaches.

Counselling Children and Adolescents
This unit is an introduction to counselling child and adolescent clients and explores the childhood and teen years in 
which specific developmental milestones are reached. This challenging time for parents and teachers, during which 
children are learning about their place within the family, their school and local community, is examined. You will be 
assisted to understand adolescence as the period during which children begin the transition to adulthood but are 
still developing maturity and their identity. You will analyse how adolescents expand their horizons and move into 
the adult world, and the range of challenges that can present as they move towards greater independence.


