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For about 10 hours, she sat in the
back seat of his car fearing for her
safety, as he molested her, and
even after he fell asleep.

Samad Saptu, 47, who had posed
as a Criminal Investigation Depart-
ment officer to get the woman,
who has intellectual disability, into
his car, also stole $50 from her.

The 32-year-old victim, who also
has low IQ, had intended to use the
money to pay her school fees.

Yesterday, Samad was sentenced
to 23 months’ jail and six strokes of
the cane after pleading guilty to
four charges, including possession
of 25 obscene films.

A District Court heard that Samad
spotted the victim walking to a bus
stop near Block 163, Jalan Teck
Whye, at about 6.30am on Aug 1,
2014. The unemployed man, who

was alone, told her to get into his
Honda, which doubled as his home
with his wife and youngest child.

The woman was on her way to a
centre where students are taught
basic life skills such as cleaning,
packing, gardening and baking.

Believing that Samad was a police
officer, she felt scared and com-
plied, sitting in the front passenger
seat. He then drove to a multi-sto-
rey carpark, parked his car and
made her watch pornographic vide-
os he had stored on his cellphone.

After covering the windows of
the car with towels and garments,
he told her to move to the back
seat. He then got into the back of
the car and molested her.

Deputy Public Prosecutor Kavita
Uthrapathy said the victim felt
frightened. Even when Samad fell
asleep, the victim remained seated
until he woke up. He later opened
her backpack and took the $50.

At about 3.40pm, he dropped her

off near the bus stop where he had
picked her up. She went home and
told her mother what happened
and they made a police report.

Two days later, Samad was arrest-
ed at a flat in Bukit Panjang where
he was renting a room for his two
other children. Police seized his
cellphone and found 25 video files
with 25 obscene films.

The DPP said this was a case in-
volving a perverse and inexcusable
sexual assault on a woman with in-
tellectual disability. Not only did Sa-
mad molest her, but he also had the
audacity to steal money meant for
her school fees, the DPP said.

The maximum penalty for moles-
tation is two years’ jail, a fine and
caning. For posing as a police offi-
cer, Samad could have been jailed
for up to two years and/or fined;
and for theft, he could have got
three years’ jail or a fine or both.
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Jose Hong

He helped a young woman pay for
her studies at Kaplan Singapore
when she could not afford the
course fees.

Yesterday, Kaplan rewarded him
in kind – by sponsoring his own
daughter’s tertiary education.

A few months after their chance
encounter in late 2013, technician
John Shu, 50, gave about $6,000 to
Ms Jaycie Tay, 32, a single mother

who needed the money to study for
a diploma.

She wanted to improve her lot
and in 2014 she completed a
diploma in marketing manage-
ment from Kaplan Higher Educa-
tion Institute.

Ms Tay is twice divorced and has
been twice incarcerated for drug
offences. It was on a bus on her
way back to halfway house The
Turning Point that she first met
Mr Shu.

He helped pay for her studies.

About a week after Kaplan learnt
about his kindness in a Sunday
Times report, it decided to return
the favour by paying close to
$20,000 for the tertiary education
of his daughter Shermin Shu, 21.

Kaplan invited Mr Shu and his
family to the Kaplan City Campus
@ Wilkie Edge yesterday, where
the school surprised him with news
of the sponsorship.

Ms Shu is currently on holiday in
Thailand, so her father received
the sponsorship on her behalf
from Kaplan Singapore president
Leon Choong.

Speaking from Thailand, Ms Shu
said her family was “on cloud nine”
and that Kaplan had called her in

the morning with the news.
“I thought I was dreaming, be-

cause who would have thought that
the simple kind gesture of giving by
my dad would give us such a good
reward in the end?” said the recent
graduate of a three-year diploma
course in visual communication at
Nanyang Polytechnic.

“One of the struggles for my par-
ents is the school fees for my uni-
versity studies... With this money
from Kaplan, it (serves as) moti-
vation for me to work harder and,
most importantly, lessens the
stress for my parents.”

Ms Shu plans to go to university
to pursue her passion in art and
design.

Kaplan will reimburse the costs
of her entire polytechnic educa-
tion, worth about $8,000 to
$9,000. It will also contribute
$10,000 towards her university de-
gree, wherever she chooses to go.

Mr Choong said he was touched
by the story of Mr Shu and Ms Tay,
and called an emergency board
meeting to see how the school
could help Ms Tay.

Upon learning that she was al-
ready receiving aid from the Yellow

Ribbon Fund Star Bursary, they
turned to Mr Shu instead.

“John had set in motion a chain of
kindness and, in the concept of pay-
ing it forward, we didn’t want it to
end there,” said Mr Choong.

He highlighted that Kaplan sets
aside $250,000 yearly in scholar-
ships and sponsorships, usually for
studies at Kaplan itself, “but in this
particular case... we went above
and beyond what was the norm –
that’s why we had to convene a
board meeting”.

Ms Tay had felt bad because she
could not repay Mr Shu, but she is
now grateful. She said: “When
Kaplan told me that they wanted
to recognise his kind heart, I felt
like God had sent something to
help me repay (him).”

Speaking in Mandarin, Mr Shu
said he did not have any needs and
that he is very happy for his daugh-
ter now that she has the money for
her further education.

He said he is very grateful to Mr
Choong. “I just want to thank him
for giving my daughter this opportu-
nity to study at a university.”
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Lydia Lam

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong
posted a photo of his new PAssion
Silver Concession Card on Face-
book and Twitter yesterday, joking
that he is “now a certified senior
citizen”.

PM Lee, who turned 64 in Febru-
ary, added that he is “looking for-
ward” to using his card.

Netizens responded with jokes
of their own, along with good
wishes.

Facebook user Elaine Chan said:
“Dear PM, you may possibly be one
of the very few to wear (a) suit and
tie for (a) picture on such a card.”

The new PAssion Silver Conces-
sion Card, which was launched on
Dec 4 this year, merges the existing
Senior Citizen Concession Card
with the PAssion card.

It is a joint initiative by the Minis-
try of Health, Ministry of Trans-
port and People’s Association
(PA), and is supported by the Land
Transport Authority and Singa-
pore Business Federation.

The card is given free to all Singa-

poreans who are 60 and older, and
provides concessionary fares on
public transport as well as discount-
ed rates for PA community clubs’
courses, activities and facilities.

Other benefits include 3 per cent
discounts at Giant supermarket
outlets on Tuesdays and at Cold
Storage stores on Wednesdays.

From Dec 5 this year, the card is
automatically mailed to the home
addresses of those who are current-
ly 60 and older, and who are exist-

ing Senior Citizen Concession Card
holders.

Those who do not have Senior Cit-
izen Concession Cards will receive
a letter by Jan 31, 2017, requesting a
photograph submission before
they can receive their PAssion Sil-
ver Concession Cards.

Seniors who turn 60 next year
will receive invitation letters after
they become eligible.
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Left: Mr Shu (far left) and Ms Tay
(with her son Jaydon Low) with
Mr Choong, president of Kaplan
Singapore, yesterday.
Above: Ms Shu, the beneficiary of
Kaplan’s sponsorship, plans to pursue
art and design in university.
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of his new
PAssion Silver
Concession Card
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that he is
“now a certified
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Fake cop molested and stole from woman

Man’s kind act leads to
another – for daughter
He helped pay for a single mum’s studies at Kaplan;
now school offers to contribute to his child’s education

PM shows his senior credentials

WATCH
THE VIDEO
John Shu and
Jaycie Tay share
their stories
http://
str.sg/4ALL

A one-night weekend stay
for two at Mandarin
Oriental Singapore’s Marina
Bay View room. The treat
includes buffet breakfast
at Melt Cafe, pre-dinner
drinks at BAY@5 and a
four-course set dinner
menu at Dolce Vita
(worth $1,400).

A weekend stay at Grand
Copthorne Waterfront’s
Deluxe Bayview Room
and a sumptuous buffet
at Food Capital
(worth $1,014).

A buffet package from
Purple Sage. You can
choose either a Noel
Buffet package for
20 people (worth $960)
or the Lavender
package for 20 people
(worth $1,000).

W E ’ V E G O T S I N G A P O R E C O V E R E D

Find out how you can
win these gourmet
Yuletide treats at
www.straitstimesfood.com
and The Straits Times Food
on Facebook A Five Grain Porridge

Steamboat lunch or dinner
for six persons at Hua Ting
Steamboat at Claymore
Connect (worth $410).

Christmas treats
Get into the festive spirit with these
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