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About Kaplan

Kaplan is one of Singapore’s leading providers of professional accounting and finance
programs, having trained thousands of students to date.
We have been accorded a number of honors by our partners, demonstrating our
commitment to achieving excellent standards of teaching and providing outstanding
student support and learning facilities. Widely recognized as an institution with
dedicated lecturers and a proven track record of exceptional pass rates, Kaplan
will equip you with the skills and confidence needed to shine in the challenging
accounting and finance industry.

Why Kaplan?
ACCREDITATIONS

ACCESSIBILITY

ACCA Platinum Approved Learning Partner Blended Delivery and Registered Learning
Organization (RLO) for Singapore CA Qualification
(formerly known as Singapore QP) by the
Singapore Accountancy Commission (SAC).

Our centrally-located campuses at Wilkie
Edge and GR.ID (formerly PoMo) facilitate
your learning.

EXTENSIVE

REPUTATION

Well-established with a complete range
of professional accounting and financial
courses in Singapore, catering to all levels.

Best Private Education Institution for
Communications & Media, Computer
Science & IT and Sales & Marketing by
JobsCentral Learning T.E.D. Awards 2018.

EXPERIENCE
To date, thousands of students have gone
through our doors. We have one of the largest
accounting and finance lecturer teams, who
bring with them an invaluable pool of experience
which our students can readily tap into.

3

CFA | About The CFA Designation

The CFA Designation Is the First Step
Financial industry professionals worldwide recognize the Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA®) charter as the industry gold standard and
one of the most prestigious professional credentials you can hold. It helps open doors and lets employers know that you are serious
about your career.
Here is how acquiring the CFA charter helps you advance:

International Recognition
As the CFA charter is the most widely known and respected
investment credentials in the world, earning it provides you with
global credibility among peers, management and clients.

Career Benefits
Employers are increasingly making the CFA charter a prerequisite
for many positions. Earning it demonstrates an understanding
of the analytical and decision-making skills needed in today’s
competitive workplace.

Worldwide Community
By earning your CFA charter, you will join and gain access to a
distinguished network of more than 170,000 CFA charterholders
in 162 markets worldwide.

170,000
MORE THAN

DISTINGUISHED CFA CHARTERHOLDERS

162

MARKETS WORLDWIDE
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Requirements and Exam Registration

You are required to complete the following criteria to become a CFA® charterholder:

Entry Requirements and Related Experience
You will need to sign up as a CFA candidate and enrol in the CFA® Program. To do so, you must meet the following criteria:
Academic Level:
- Bachelor’s Degree (or equivalent), or be in the final year of your Bachelor’s Degree program. You will have to complete your
Bachelor’s Degree in order to register for the Level II exam; or
- 4 years of professional work experience (does not have to be investment-related); or
- Combination of professional work experience and education that totals at least 4 years
Language Proficiency: Obtain grade C6 at GCE O-level English language or equivalent

Be prepared to
take the exams
in English

Have a valid
international
passport

Meet the
professional conduct
admission criteria

Join CFA Institute as a regular member

CFA® Charterholder

CFA Exams
Levels 1-3

4

CFA | Requirements and Exam Registration

5

Enrolment and Exam Registration Fees
Earlier enrolment entitles you to greater savings when you register for your exam with CFA Institute. CFA Institute will not accept
enrolments for the exam after the final deadline. Please note that these fees are paid directly to CFA Institute and not to Kaplan, and are
not included in our course fees.

Level

Exam Dates

One-Time Program
Enrolment Fee
(new candidates only)

I

Feb/May/Aug/Nov

US$450

II

Feb/Aug/Nov

-

III

May/Aug

-

Exam Registration Fee*

Early Bird

Standard

Late Enrolment

US$700

US$1,000

To be confirmed

The one-time program enrolment fee and exam registration fee are payable in US dollars only, and are non-transferable and
non-refundable.
The exam registration fee covers the cost of:
The eBook (contains the complete curriculum you need to study)*
Practice Exams
Mock Exams
*You may purchase a print version of the curriculum (available for a non-refundable fee of US$150, plus any fees associated with
shipping) at the same time or after you register for an exam. For full details on CFA® Program Fees and Late Enrolment Fees, please visit:
http://www.cfainstitute.org/en/programs/cfa/exam
All information above is from CFA Institute and is accurate at time of print (January 2022). Kaplan reserves the right to vary this information should the circumstances so require.
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Levels I, II and III CFA®
Program Curriculum
In a survey done in June
2019, most candidates
spent an average of
323 hours preparing for
the exam, with Level III
candidates reporting the
most preparation time.
The 3 exam levels have to be
completed sequentially.

Level
Average
Preparation
Time*
Description

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

LEVEL III

303 hours

328 hours

344 hours

The Level II exam emphasizes on
more complex analysis, along with
a focus on valuing assets. It also
tests how candidates apply the
ethical and professional standards
to situations that analysts face.

The Level III exam requires synthesis
of all the concepts and analytical
methods in a variety of applications
for effective portfolio management
and wealth planning. It also tests
how candidates apply the ethical
and professional standards in
a portfolio management and
compliance context.

The Level I exam consists of basic
knowledge and comprehension
questions focused on investment
tools; some questions will require
analysis. It also tests candidates’
knowledge of the ethical and
professional standards.

Exam Type

First session (2 hours, 15
minutes): 90 multiple choice
questions, covering all topics
Second session (2 hours, 15
minutes): 90 multiple choice
questions, covering all topics

Consists of item set questions,
comprising vignettes with
accompanying items**

Consists of item set and
constructed response
(essay) questions

Topics
Covered

Alternative Investments
Corporate Issuers
Derivatives
Economics
Equity Investment
Ethical and Professional Standards
Financial Statement Analysis
Fixed Income
Portfolio Management and
Wealth Planning
Quantitative Methods

Alternative Investments
Corporate Issuers
Derivatives
Economics
Equity Investment
Ethical and Professional Standards
Financial Statement Analysis
Fixed Income
Portfolio Management and
Wealth Planning
Quantitative Methods

Alternative Investments
Derivatives
Economics
Equity Investment
Ethical and Professional Standards
Fixed Income
Portfolio Management and
Wealth Planning

*All information above is extracted from the CFA June 2019 exam candidates survey and is accurate at time of print (January 2022). Kaplan reserves the right to vary this information should the circumstances so require.
**More details on Level II & III exams to be updated by CFA Institute.

7

CFA | Why Should Kaplan Be Your Preferred Choice?

Why Should Kaplan Be
Your Preferred Choice?
With our extensive experience and accreditations, we are committed to providing high quality tuition and learning experience support
for students in their journey to becoming a CFA® charterholder.

Accredited Training Provider for
The Institute of Banking & Finance
IBF, the national accreditation and certification agency for financial
industry competency in Singapore, has appointed Kaplan Higher
Education Academy as the training provider for CFA® IBF-Accredited
Programs under The Institute of Banking & Finance Standards
Training Scheme (IBF-STS) that endorses individuals for their
professional excellence, integrity and commitment to the financial
scene.
Under IBF-STS, eligible students can obtain funding assistance
to defray considerable direct training costs when they pursue
these internationally-benchmarked and highly-recognized
certification programs.

Kaplan Schweser
Study Materials
We are the official distributor in Singapore for Schweser, a leading
global provider of educational tools and products for financial
advanced designations.
Together, we offer a choice of study packages to suit your face-toface classroom lessons or self-study needs for your upcoming CFA®
Program exam.

How We Teach – The Kaplan Way | CFA
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How We Teach – The Kaplan Way
Our comprehensive learning strategy, The Kaplan Way, employs a 3-phase learning strategy to support your CFA study plan. It is one of
the most effective and comprehensive study packages in the industry.

Our education course is designed to help you build the core knowledge and
support your CFA exam preparation.

PREPARE

Education Course
(Level I, II and III)

Classroom and Schweser
Study Materials
In-Person: LEVEL I: 70.0 hours
LEVEL II: 66.5 hours
LEVEL III: 51.0 hours
Online:

LEVEL I: 45.0 hours
LEVEL II: 45.0 hours
LEVEL III: 45.0 hours

Combined with quality Schweser study materials, the course includes workings
and examples to help you develop a clear and thorough understanding of the key
topics and the CFA Institute-prescribed Learning Outcomes Statements (LOS), and
ultimately focus on the knowledge you need for the exam.
To accommodate your study plan around your work, family and other important
commitments, we offer part-time lessons which are spread evenly over the
months leading to exam day.
Course Materials
Schweser Essential (Core) Package
Schweser OnDemand Class

Our revision course is aimed at helping you discover the key subject areas and
deep-dive into more challenging concepts which are usually tested during exams.

PRACTICE

Revision Course
(Level I, II and III)
Classroom and
Study Materials
In-Person: LEVEL I: 24.5 hours
LEVEL II: 21.0 hours
LEVEL III: 18.0 hours

PERFORM
(Level I, II and III)

Live CFA® Program
Mock Exam /
Schweser Online
Mock Exam
Time: 4-hour and 30-minute
Exam for each level (2 sessions:
2-hour and 15-minute each)

The course also includes practice questions for you to revise and be more
confident on the day of the exam. You will also be able to:
Identify topics you are weak in
Crystallize your understanding of all the tested topics
Improve your skills in answering application questions during exams
Course Materials
Kaplan Revision Mindmap Book
Kaplan Revision Question Bank
Secret Sauce®

Passing the CFA exam is no easy feat. This is your final stage in assessing how
prepared you are for the exam. Our mock exams can help bolster your confidence
and test your mastery of the CFA® Program curriculum.
Live CFA® Program Mock Exam
We provide a live mock exam session which includes an invigilator, exam
questions and exam rules to simulate an actual CFA exam. After this mock exam,
answers and a 10-hour online tutorial on the practice questions will be provided.
Schweser Online Mock Exam
Alternatively, you can take a live mock session anywhere, anytime. You are also
able to view explanations to answers, check how your score compares to those
of other candidates, and drill deeper into each question with our Mock
Exam Tutorial.
Course Materials
Online Schweser Mock Exam

Kaplan Higher Education Academy is a member of the CFA Institute Approved Prep Provider Program. The CFA Institute mark here is a trademark owned by CFA Institute. CFA Institute does not endorse, promote, review or
warrant the accuracy of the products or services offered by Kaplan. CFA Institute, CFA® and the Chartered Financial Analyst® are trademarks owned by CFA Institute.
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Schweser Study Materials
Schweser Essential (Core) Package
As a student of the CFA® IBF-Accredited Programs, you gain access to Kaplan
Schweser study materials under the Schweser Essential (Core) Package to
help you prepare for your assessments. Kaplan Schweser study materials are
renowned for helping CFA candidates in their preparation for their CFA exams,
and the products in the Schweser Essential (Core) Package includes exam
preparation tools relevant to students of CFA® IBF-Accredited Programs. The
package contains the following:

SchweserNotes™

SchweserPro™ QBank

A favorite among CFA candidates for nearly 30
years, SchweserNotes™ is a key component as
you prepare for the CFA exam, and the core
element to our Study Program. Make the most of
your study time with clear, exam-focused study
notes and examples that cover every Learning
Outcome Statement (LOS) in the most effective
manner possible.

After reading the SchweserNotes™, you can put
what you have learned to practice with the QBank.
Focus your attention where you need it most and
review critical concepts. The features include:

Schweser’s QuickSheet
This compact study tool summarizes key formulas,
definitions and concepts.

Schweser Online Mock Exams
With 4 practice exams in total, delivered in 2 books,
these carefully crafted tests will introduce you to the
format you will face and help you build the fortitude
to achieve the results you have trained for.

Checkpoint Exams
You will be prompted to take 3 Checkpoint Exams
as you work your way through the Study Program.
These checkpoint questions mimic the difficulty
and format of the actual CFA exam. Performance
reports identify how well you understand the topics
that have been covered, and highlight weak areas
where more review is needed.

Adaptive and personalized technology –
question difficulty adapts to your level of
proficiency on a given topic, testing the limit of
your knowledge and keeping you motivated as
you move through the content.
Study on the go with the Kaplan Schweser app.
It is easy to fit in practice questions during your
commute, lunch break or between classes with
the SchweserPro™ QBank at your fingertips.
QBank quizzes are integrated with
SchweserNotes™ to optimize retention of what
you just learned from the books.
Performance Metrics track your activity and exam
preparedness by providing a breakdown of your
quiz score, average time spent on each question
and performance, compared to other candidates.

Topic Assessments
Topic-level assessments are designed to identify
your level of mastery and provide direction for any
necessary remediation. Topic assessments can be
taken within your SchweserNotes™ books or online.

OnDemand Classes
Attend class on your own schedule with in-depth video lectures covering every topic in the Level
I CFA® Program curriculum. The OnDemand class also includes 5 live online workshop sessions,
providing you with the opportunity to ask questions and work through complex practice problems
with your instructor. It Includes:
50 hours of OnDemand classes led by an expert instructor
5 live online workshops focused on exam application and problem solving
A 2-volume set of Class Workbooks containing material, examples and questions to support
your instruction
InstructorLink, which gives you a direct line to our instructors

CFA Exam Cycle Options | CFA
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CFA Exam Cycle Options
The following exam cycle calendar shows the exam testing windows for each level, as well as pathing diagrams, to help you map your
journey in the CFA® Program.
In 2022, Level l will be offered each quarter. Level ll will be administered 3 times. Level lll will be in May and August.
JANUARY
FEBRUARY

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

MARCH
APRIL

2022

MAY

LEVEL I

LEVEL III

JUNE
JULY
AUGUST

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

LEVEL III

SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER
In 2023, Level l will be offered each quarter. Level ll will be administered 3 times. Level lll will be in February and August.
JANUARY
FEBRUARY

LEVEL I

LEVEL III

MARCH
APRIL

2023

MAY

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

LEVEL I

LEVEL II

JUNE
JULY
AUGUST
SEPTEMBER
OCTOBER
NOVEMBER
DECEMBER

LEVEL III
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If you are pursuing the CFA® Program, your path could look like this:

LEVEL I

FEB 2021

PASS

LEVEL II

AUG 2021

FAIL

PASS

PASS

LEVEL II
FEB 2022

FAIL

PASS

PASS

LEVEL III
AUG 2022

PASS

CHARTER

PASS

CHARTER

FAIL

LEVEL II

LEVEL I

LEVEL I

CHARTER

FEB 2022

AUG 2022

NOV 2021

AUG 2021

PASS

LEVEL II

LEVEL I

LEVEL I

MAY 2022

FAIL

AUG 2021

MAY 2021

LEVEL III

LEVEL II
FEB 2022

FAIL

PASS

LEVEL III
AUG 2022

FAIL

LEVEL I

FEB 2022

LEVEL II

AUG 2022
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About The Institute of Banking &
Finance Singapore (IBF)

The Institute of Banking and Finance Singapore (IBF) is the national accreditation and certification agency for financial industry
competency in Singapore under the IBF Standards. Find out more on www.ibf.org.sg

About the IBF Standards
The IBF Standards are a set of competency standards for financial skills. These Standards are developed in partnership
with industry leaders and provide a professional development and skills roadmap for financial sector practitioners to
excel in their respective job roles. They currently cover 12 industry segments in the financial sector.

IBF Standards Training Scheme (IBF-STS)
This program has been accredited under the IBF Standards and is eligible for funding under the IBF Standards Training
Scheme (IBF-STS), subject to all eligibility criteria being met. Candidates are advised to assess the suitability of the program
and its relevance to their business activities or job roles.
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Benefits of attending an
IBF-Accredited Training Program
Job Relevant Skills
IBF-accredited programs are designed to equip finance practitioners with competencies needed for their jobs. Such
programs are aligned with the IBF Standards, which are developed in close consultation with the industry.
Mark of Quality
IBF-accredited programs have a training and assessment component, and are subject to an independent and rigorous
review by the IBF to ensure that the training institution and programs meet industry standards.
Industry Recognition
Individuals who successfully complete an IBF-accredited program and meet the relevant criteria may apply for
IBF Certification.

About IBF Certification for Level 1 Program
Participants who successfully complete the IBF Level 1 Program and fulfilled the required number of Technical Skills and Competencies
(TSCs) for the selected job role can apply to be conferred the IBF Qualified (IBFQ) certification status. Find out more about IBF
certification and the application process on https://www.ibf.org.sg/certification/Pages/Why-be-Certified.aspx

About the Courses | CFA
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About the Courses

CFA L1 Preparatory Program by Kaplan (IBF Level 1)
CFA L1 Preparatory Program by Kaplan (IBF Level 1) – Online

PROGRAM SYNOPSIS

KEY LEARNING OBJECTIVES

COURSE DELIVERY SUPPORT

MODULES

This program equips participants with broad-base capabilities and foundational competencies
to undertake new roles. This involves developing in-depth industry and functional knowledge
of investment products in order to provide qualitative and quantitative reporting to investors,
thus assisting them to make investment choices.

Demonstrate knowledge of the various investments products
Understand key microeconomic topics
Conduct research on current conditions and future prospects of a given sector of
the economy
Understand general principles of the financial services industry
Evaluate financial health of companies through financial reports (cash flow, income, etc.)

20 sessions of classroom-led instructions
Schweser Study Materials
Assessment

Alternative Investments
Corporate Issuers
Derivatives
Economics
Equity Investments

Ethical And Professional Standards
Financial Statement Analysis
Fixed Income
Portfolio Management
Quantitative Methods
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About the Courses

CFA L1 Preparatory Program
by Kaplan (IBF Level 1)

CFA L1 Preparatory Program
by Kaplan (IBF Level 1) – Online

No. of Education Sessions

20

15

No. of Revison Sessions

7

10

Hours per Session
(Education + Revision)

94.5

50 hrs - Education
55 hrs - Revison

Assessment Hours

2.5

2.5

Total Sessions
(Education + Revison)

27

25

Total Training Hours
(Education + Revision +
Assessment)

97

107.5

Program Name

Eligibility Criteria for IBF-STS | CFA
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Eligibility Criteria for IBF Standards
Training Scheme (IBF-STS)
What is the IBF Standards Training Scheme?
The IBF Standards Training Scheme (IBF-STS) provides funding
for training and assessment programs accredited under the
IBF Standards.
Certification

Eligibility Criteria
Applicant must:
Be a Singaporean or a Singapore Permanent Resident (PR),
physically based in Singapore
- Either company-sponsored individual or selfsponsored participant

Academic Scholarships

Government Grants

Have successfully completed the training program (including
passing all relevant assessments and exams), with at least 75%
of class attendance

Eligible Participants

Diploma

Eligible individuals must:
Be a Singaporean or a Singapore Permanent Resident (PR),
physically based in Singapore
- Either company-sponsored individual or selfsponsored participant
Have successfully completed the IBF-STS recognized program
(including passing all relevant assessments and exams)

Diploma Costs

Cost of Education

Companies eligible to submit claims for company-sponsored
participants must:
Be a Singapore-based financial institution regulated by MAS
(licensed or exempt from licensing by MAS)
Be a FinTech firm certified by Singapore FinTech Association

Scholarships

Funding Quantum
IBF-STS provides up to 90% funding for direct training costs*,
subject to a cap of S$7,000 per candidate for each program and all
eligibility criterion being met.
With effect from 1 July 2016, Singapore Citizens aged 40 years old
and above are eligible for 90% co-funding of direct training costs,
subject to a cap of S$7,000 per participant per program. Singapore
PRs will continue to be eligible for 80% co-funding of direct training
costs for IBF-STS programs.

Student Loan

Loan Debt

For more information on IBF-STS, please visit www.ibf.org.sg
*Qualifying expenses incurred in the training of both executive and non-executive staff as well as
staff employed on a short-term basis of less than 1 year (inclusive of contract staff and interns) will be
eligible for funding under IBF-STS and FTS, subject to meeting the conditions under these schemes.
Licensed agents or representatives (ie. financial advisors, insurance agents, remisiers, traders)
representing a legal principal entity may be included in the claims of the principal entity.

Approved Grants
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Our Experienced Instructors
With our experienced pool of lecturers, we believe
in continuously inspiring and helping CFA® Program
candidates on every step of their exam journey.

Richa Gupta
Chartered Financial Analyst® (CFA®)
charterholder
Holds a Postgraduate Degree in
Finance and Information Systems
with distinction, and a Bachelor
of Engineering in Electronics &
Communication with distinction
Always focused on getting students
to understand fundamental concepts
and apply them during exams
Awarded scholarships for Level
III CFA® Program by CFA Society
Singapore
10 years of teaching experience in
the area of finance and the Subject
Matter Expert (Finance) for Diploma
programs at Kaplan in Singapore

Elizabeth Ng
Chartered Accountant of Singapore
(CA Singapore) with the Institute of
Singapore Chartered Accountants
(ISCA)
Chartered Financial Analyst (CFA®)
Over 20 years of professional
experience in Finance and Accounting
Has vast experience in tutoring
Firm believer in helping her students
learn and grow through her classes,
both as individuals and team
members

David Meow
Financial Risk Manager (FRM) holder,
CFA® charterholder and qualified as a
Chartered Accountant (CA Malaysia)
More than 26 years of experience
in areas including financial risk
management, business valuation,
financial markets, and financial
reporting
Member of the FAA Accreditation
Panel and FAA Industry Expert (FIE)
in Capital Markets for Financial
Accreditation Agency (FAA)
Board Member of CFA Malaysia

Student Testimonials | CFA

Student Testimonials

Priscilla Wuersch-Ng
Treasury Officer
CFA® Program Student (2020)

“As a renowned global institution, Kaplan provides
intensive and comprehensive mock questions
by topic.
I enroled in the CFA® Program Level I revision
course to clarify my questions and get a deeper
understanding of certain concepts with the help
of a lecturer. The revision course was extremely
helpful as the lecturers draw out key questions that
test students’ core understanding of each topic.
Sufficient preparation is needed prior to attending
the course. As the course is conducted with up
to 100 questions per session, it is not meant as
an introduction but as a good platform to assess
one’s ability and understanding instead. After
attending the revision course, students should be
able to identify and focus on their weaker topics
for subsequent revision.”

Punit Rawat

Chartering Manager
CFA® Program Student (2019)

“The CFA® Program offered benefits outside of my
role as a Chartering Manager at a ship operating
company. It provided insights into alternatives
within the commodity trading and consulting
fields. I have always been interested in Finance and
acquiring this skill-set helps to diversify my skills.
I took up a prep course for the CFA® Program at
Kaplan, as I wanted to grasp concepts effectively
and had heard good reviews about its tutors. In
order to do well, the last month is very important
for revising and doing lots of practice questions.
The Schweser review classes, mock tests and CFA’s
QBank (Question Bank) helped as well.”

Paul Lim

Securities Specialist,
UBS AG Singapore
CFA® Program Student (2020)
“Being a well-established education partner with
the CFA Institute, taking up a prep course for the
CFA® Program at Kaplan was an easy decision
for me. Furthermore, its central location makes it
easily accessible.
The prep course at Kaplan has also benefited
me through networking with other professionals
moving toward the same goal. We make use of the
knowledge gained to enhance the quality of the
financial industry through revolutionary changes.
Our lecturers are smart and witty and I have found
their classes to be enriching. Their fundamental
knowledge of each topic is strong as they are able
to provide students with valid explanations to their
questions, enhancing our thought processes.”

Andy Choi

Executive Director
CFA® Program Student (2019)

“The CFA® Program topics have strengthened my
understanding of various financial instruments,
allowing me to serve customers more efficiently
and provide value-added advice. As a CFA student
at Kaplan, the tutors have been instrumental in
facilitating my thorough understanding of various
financial topics. This allows me to build my
competency in applying concepts.
Fellow students should read through learning
materials and raise relevant questions during classes
to reinforce their understanding of concepts.”
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